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decayed teeth, but this condition is not general. Formerly, in some country districts, traveling veterinary dentists made it their business to go from farm to farm soliciting horses teeth to float or rasp. This was as customary as the spring tonic and many farmers made it a point to have all the horses teeth attended to at this time. Probably this rasping was of no benefit because the teeth were all right to begin with. Any animal off feed was considered to need its teeth filed.
Irregular teeth
Sometimes horses teeth do not wear evenly because they do not grind flush against their mates on the opposite jaw. This may cause the teeth to have irregular or sharp edges on both jaws. The rough edges irritate the inside of the cheeks and the tongue causing soreness and hinders the proper chewing of feed. These sharp edges should be filed down until they are even with the other teeth in the row.
Sometimes one tooth becomes an inch or more longer than the others on the same side of the jaw. This is because the opposite grinder is missing or does not hit it squarely, possibly glancing off to one side. This tooth may eventually grow out so far above the* others as to injure the gum on the opposite jaw and cause the animal to chew on the other side of the mouth. If the long molar or grinder is in front, it may be filed down even with the others, but if it is far back in the mouth it would require clipping off to the level of the remainder of the teeth. Most veterinarians have a special instrument for this purpose.
When an animal develops finicky eating habits, chewing its food gingerly, quids and drops as it eats, the teeth should be looked after. There may be some evidence of pain and discomfort in eating, as shown by holding the head to one side and slobbering. If this condition is allowed to go uncared for, the animal will lose flesh, often causing the owner to suspect some other disease, such as worms. The soreness in the mouth makes a horse unnecessarily sensitive *.o the bit, causing it to become a touchy driver. Whenever